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This children's almanac contains a wealth of information about all twelve months of the year,
including facts about gardening, holidays, and weather, along with true stories of Midwest farm
life from the past.

A combination oral history, scrapbook, almanac, recipe sampler, and photo album, Cracked
Corn and Snow Ice Cream will be a pleasure for any child or adult. Those who loved the Little
House books will especially enjoy the rural recollections here. The book is crammed with photos
and funny facts (33 cows will fit into a classroom), poems and farming lore, home arts, jokes,
moon phases, and riddles, all appearing in a month-by-month format. Jane Dyer's magical
illustrations complement the photos and the text.Cracked Corn and Snow Ice Cream is a perfect
treat for anyone who has (or wishes to have) a strong sense of family or history, for grandparents
who want to share memories with children, or for people sending a gift to children they don't
know well. (The publisher recommends this book for all ages, but children ages 4 and older will
enjoy the text the most.)From School Library JournalGrade 2-6?Willard and Dyer have joined
creative forces to produce a charming book that escorts readers back in time, pulling together
interesting and useful information on weather, planting, cooking, etc. Children are told, "Pretend
you are reading The Farmer's Almanac, which tells you about weather and days to remember
and how to grow a pumpkin so big you could sleep in it. Pretend it's 1911 or 1920, and the snow
is so deep you can't even find the road." What personalizes this title is "The Voices" section
found in each month. For this, Willard interviewed members of her own family and retrieved
memories that she masterfully pairs with old photographs. The result is a warm conversation full
of fascinating tidbits about farm life in the Midwest. In addition, each of the four seasons is
introduced with double-page spreads of remarkably clear photographs from her family's albums.
Youngsters will linger over these, paging back and forth, matching faces to names and
comments, studying details. Great care is taken throughout to select inclusive information. Thus,
significant dates and festivals from many cultural traditions appear, and the introductory poem
for each month reflects that diversity. The text is exquisitely illustrated with hand lettering and
beautiful watercolor details, filling the space with visual data and a sense of the past. This is a
book that invites participation, encourages conversation between the generations, and
storytelling.?Lee Bock, Glenbrook Elementary School, Pulaski, WICopyright 1997 Reed
Business Information, Inc.From Kirkus ReviewsCracked Corn And Snow Ice Cream (64 pp.
$18.00; Sept. 1997; 0-15- 227250-X): An elegantly designed collection of birthdates, folk
wisdom, garden tips, recipes, old photos, and family reminiscences that conjure up country life
and bygone times. To anecdotes from their oldest Iowa, Wisconsin, and Kansas relatives,
dubbed ``The Voices,'' Willard and Dyer add items ``Worth Knowing,'' from historical curiosities



to a list of edible flowers, food ``Worth Cooking,'' a scattering of ``Dates and Festivals,'' plus an
ongoing ``Farmer's Calendar,'' decorated with epigrams, garlands of verse, small, sharp black-
and-white photos, carefully lettered titles, and tiny, exact depictions of flowers, farm animals, and
people in rustic dress. Casual browsers drawn by the pictures' visual appeal or the play of colors
on the page will linger to savor the homespun recollections. (Anthology. 9-12) -- Copyright
©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.About the AuthorNancy Willard (born June 26,
1936) is a novelist, a poet, and a children's writer and occasional illustrator. Her 1981 collection
of poems, A Visit to William Blake's Inn, won the Newbery Medal as that year's most
distinguished contribution to American children's literature.Willard was born in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, where she later received the B.A. and Ph.D. from the University of Michigan and won
five Hopwood Awards for creative writing. She also studied at Stanford University, where she
received her M.A.^JANE DYER has illustrated many well-loved picture books, including Move
Over, Rover!, a Geisel Honor Book written by Karen Beaumont; Oh My Baby, Little One, an ABA
Pick of the Lists and Parent's Choice Recommended Book written by Kathi Appelt; and the
bestselling classic Time for Bed by Mem Fox. She lives in Northampton, Massachusetts.Read
more
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BiblioPhile6, “A Wonderful Trip to the Recent Past. The text and pictures offer a personal and
illustrated view of this family's recent past. Although it is a regional memory trip, I feel it could
serve as a reminder for our own life experiences in our early years -- of course, I am in my late
sixties and this opinion applies to those of that generation. (smile) It was a heart-warming look
into bygone times.”

Valerie Schulz, “Great Book!. I work in long term care and we have all been enjoying it, as well as
my husband, and Dad!  Good reminiscing and a beautiful book to boot!”

A Minnesota grandmother, “Cracked Corn and Snow Ice Cream. This precious book caught my
eye mainly because of the "snow ice cream" in the title! How fondly I remember my mother
scooping up great heaps of freshly fallen snow to make that wonderful treat! And in this book
we have the RECIPE!I bought the book as a gift for a 10-year-old girl who lives on a farm, plus
an extra copy for myself!There are many, many wonderful thoughts, facts, pictures, and
memories to beguile almost anyone, any age. Don't miss it!”

The book by Nancy Willard has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 6 people have provided feedback.
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